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ABORTION — ACCESS 
Statement 

HON LORNA HARPER (East Metropolitan) [5.39 pm]: I got up to talk today because I want to reflect on 
some of the things that have been happening this week. I have been thinking about it overnight. I went home and 
stewed and thought about it, then this morning I received an email that fired up my belly just slightly. It is titled 
“Oz Christian Lobby says God wants Men to Master over Women”. I am not really the person to send that to! 
It states — 

Hi Lorna, 
We are supporters of the Australian Christian Lobby. We Just want to let you know that God doesn’t want 
women to master over men. Women are supposed to prioritize motherhood over other pursuits in life. Please 
watch the 30 second youtube video to see our leader Martin Iles talking about this important issue. We 
will pray for you. God bless you. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon LORNA HARPER: I want to say, thank you, but no thank you. I take care of my own wellbeing. I take care 
of my family’s wellbeing along with my family. I do not need a bunch of people whom I find to be hypocritical in 
the least trying to put their views onto me. We have had enough of that this week. I have found comments to be more 
than hypocritical. I found them to be highly offensive. To stand and actually say that people are demonstrating or 
protesting out of compassion is the biggest load of tripe I have heard in a long time. How dare any man stand here 
or anywhere and tell a woman what she can and cannot do with her body. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Hear, hear! 

Hon LORNA HARPER: How dare anyone put their views on other people. As Hon Sophia Moermond said, 
“If you don’t have a uterus, keep quiet; if you’re not pregnant, shush. If you are pregnant, it’s none of your goddamned 
business.” As a person who was pregnant during the whole debate about whether abortions should be legal or 
not, I made a decision to have my daughter. That was my decision—I made it. Was it an easy decision? Yes, it 
was. She is beautiful, she is sassy, she is 22 and she can kick butt. But she is absolutely horrified that some of these 
people who say they are Christians make judgements about other people. By the way, I read some of the stuff on 
the websites that were reported today. What were they? “Pregnancy Assistance House” and “Pregnancy Matters”. 
I could not believe what I was reading. I honestly did not look at them. For anyone not knowing, they would think 
there is a place to go and get a lot of help. I was a sole parent. I had Christians telling me I was a terrible person 
because I had my daughter out of wedlock. To that: it was none of your business. People have told me that I should 
not be standing here as a woman; I should be at home prioritising my husband and my daughter. My husband 
will be sitting laughing his head off because he says, “You’re a strong, independent mouthy woman; get out there 
and make sure they know.” 

For all the strong mouthy women in this place, I say to the men: stop trying to interfere with our bodies. Stop trying 
to put your views on top of what we do with our bodies. It is not just an abortion clinic. These clinics offer other 
services, including vasectomies. In my head, I am saying that we could offer that service right now to a few people—
quite happily. There is also counselling available. These services offer a lot of things. They could be available in the 
Midland Public Hospital, which the Barnett government gave to a Christian Catholic charitable association where 
people cannot go and have those procedures, where women who have a C-section cannot have their tubes tied because 
it is not a procedure the hospital does. We are already in there, for goodness sake. It is a wee snip; it is not that 
much, but no, this hospital cannot provide that. 

Keep out of our uterus, keep out of our body. We decide what we do, not you, not Christians and not any other 
religion. We do. Standing outside harassing people who are trying to make an informed decision is not protesting. 
It is bullying. I am ashamed, and I apologise to all the woman who had to go through that, who had to be bullied, 
harassed and made to feel bad because they are taking charge of what they have to say about their bodies. I am 
really sad that some of my honourable members are on, what is it? 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: They are absent on urgent parliamentary business! 

Hon LORNA HARPER: Thank you—absent on urgent parliamentary business—I am still new to this; I am still 
practising. I am sad they are not here. I am sure at some point they will hear it, and, if they want, I will repeat it all 
very clearly face-to-face. Thank you. 
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